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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - / A. te J ^ ^ *,<*/ rf +U 
The Demonologists look at the noise from Hanoi, Peking and Moscow 
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I have talked with Tommy Thompson and Ray Cline of CIA, and I have checked 
Foy Kohler r s dispatches, and other internal comment. There is an astonish- 
ingly clear consensus as follows: 

1. The threats of volunteers and the talk of increasing commit- 
ment still have many loopholes. As Kohler puts it, "Cautious formula on 
Soviet volunteers to North Vietnam seems to reflect continuing Soviet 
reluctance to move toward possible military confrontation with US. " The 
Soviets put three conditions on these volunteers: 

a. If necessary; 

b. If North Vietnam requests it; 

c. If the US escalates the war. 

The Chinese give essentially the same conditions, but in more violent language. 

2. On negotiations and discussions, there are more interesting 
variations. The Chinese are violently opposed to lf US imperialism's scheme 
about peace talks . 11 Moscow and Hanoi regard our proposals as fraudulent, 
but they do not flatly reject discussions. Moscow is testing the possibility of 
a Cambodian conference, and Hanoi has an even more interesting formula: 

it lays down its terms of settlement (quite unacceptable to us, of course), and 
says that it would be glad to talk if its terms of settlement could be agreed 
upon as a basis for discussion. The State Department is not attaching any 
public importance to this way of stating it, but Thompson and Cline and I all 
agree that there is at least a hint of real interest from Hanoi in eventual 
discussions. I expect these "pre-discussion" statements to continue on both 
sides for a while and I think you are in a good posicion to manage the speed 
of the process . 


3. Cline reports new U-2 pictures of the Hanoi area which show 
the same SAM site still under construction and not yet operational, together 
with markings elsewhere which may indicate additional SAM construction. 
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Thompson continues to think that this will be a long, slow process and that 
Soviet operational crews are unlikely in the immediate future. Cline is a 
little more cautious. We all agree that if Soviet crews are installed, they 
j will come under the guise of volunteers and will thus not engage Soviet 

j prestige and pride as directly as if they were admittedly under orders from 

J the USSR . 

4. We all agree that the contest between Moscow and Peking 

© 

remains the dominant quarrel for both of them, and that their statements 
are aimed as much at each other as at us - - although there can be no doubt 
that our air attacks and their lack of active response have been acutely 
| embarrassing to both of them -- just as they have undoubtedly created increas- 

j ing nervousness in Hanoi. 

< 

5. Finally, Thompson and Cline strongly agree that the Communist 
capitals greatly exaggerate the power of dissenting opinion in this country. 

j They all agree that people like Lippmann, Morgenth.au, Fulbright and march- 

| ing students do great damage by creating false hopes in unfriendly breasts . 

■ McG. B. 




